
Samuel’s Calling
1 Samuel 3





Jeremiah 5:21 ESV “Hear this, O 
foolish and senseless people, who have 
eyes, but see not, who have ears, but 
hear not.



Ezekiel 12:2 ESV “Son of man, you 
dwell in the midst of a rebellious house, 
who have eyes to see, but see not, who 
have ears to hear, but hear not, for they 
are a rebellious house.



The Word
of God 

Unknown 
v1-7

1 Samuel 3:1-7 ESV
1 Now the young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD 
under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those 
days; there was no frequent vision.

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim 
so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 
3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of 
God was.

4 Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 
5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went 
and lay down.

6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose 
and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7 Now 
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the 
LORD had not yet been revealed to him.



The Word
of God 

Uncovered 
v8-18

1 Samuel 3:8-14 ESV
8 And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he 
arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 
young man. 9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, 
and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your 
servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your 
servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said to Samuel, “Behold, I 
am about to do a thing in Israel at which the two ears of 
everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfil 
against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, 
from beginning to end. 13 And I declare to him that I am 
about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he 
did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of 
Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be atoned for 
by sacrifice or offering for ever.”



1 Samuel 2:31-34 ESV 31 Behold, the days are coming 
when I will cut off your strength and the strength of your 
father's house, so that there will not be an old man in your 
house… 33 The only one of you whom I shall not cut off 
from my altar shall be spared to weep his eyes out to grieve 
his heart, and all the descendants of your house shall die by 
the sword of men. 34 And this that shall come upon your two 
sons, Hophni and Phinehas, shall be the sign to you: both of 
them shall die on the same day.



1 Samuel 8:1-3 ESV 1 When Samuel became 
old, he made his sons judges over Israel. 2 The 
name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the 
name of his second, Abijah; they were judges in 
Beersheba. 3 Yet his sons did not walk in his 
ways but turned aside after gain. They took 
bribes and perverted justice.



2 Samuel 13:21 ESV 21 When King David 
heard of all these things, he was very angry.
[But he would not punish his son Amnon, 
because he loved him, since he was his 
firstborn.]



The Word
of God 

Uncovered
v8-18

1 Samuel 3:15-18 ESV
15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of 
the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to tell the 
vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 
son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was 
it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do 
so to you and more also if you hide anything from me of 
all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him 
do what seems good to him.”



The Word
of God 

Unleased 
v9-21

1 Samuel 3:19-21 ESV
19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and let 
none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from 
Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a 
prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared again at 
Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh 
by the word of the LORD.



…God reveals himself mainly by His Word. And seeing
this revelation of God is the foundation of our joy.
As it was in the days of Samuel, so it is today:
“The LORD appeared… at Shiloh, for the LORD
revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the
word of the LORD” (1 Sam. 3:21). When it says,
“The LORD appeared,” it says something amazing.
God was seen not with the eyes of the head, but
with the eyes of the heart… And though it may
seem strange, this seeing at Shiloh happened
“by the word of the LORD.” As the Word
was heard, the Lord was seen. In the
hearing was the seeing. – John Piper
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